




The book is published with the financial assistance of

TTRUMALATIRUPATIDEVAST'IIANA.MS

under their scheme "Aid to publish Religious books"

A Study of the Jnanapada of the Pancaratra Samhitas

First Edition • 1 998

Copies . 1 000

Price Rs 100/-

FOR COPIES

Smt. AMBUJAVALLi
1 52, T. Nagar,

TIRUPATI - 517 507

Laser Typesetted and Printed at

ANNAPURNA GRAPHICS
53, Upstairs, R.S Gardens

TIRUPAT1 -
r

! 7 an/ (A.R) © :





Prof. S.B. RAGHUNATHACHARYA
Vice-Chancellor

R S. Vidyapeetha, TIRUPATI



3«foTT«rra': tr^tftT^FTRffcT I m



«(^t||rif-4si41cfl^IrW -

24- 11-1998

mi
%[IW:

^prrSTTcfT^:





maHw iiwgTt sftrn ffir ifir craT”ftf?r *r

i wt %-pt eregan MKitifaeng* fH-^-Sf^r-

^ifl@^ag5qw*ra^l

3^: nfttfWT:, ^WffTOFOTOT.,

»^^i^Mthii^iRr-wi"i!<^ ,
^'mRTa:^sr

gf^qiU^TI

‘‘TOtrnraftcng fftr

ftr= *n*r- si^tffera^www:

«ga=Mi-wi |iR>"iidwW'%it

i diftr 3hm4m% i

i srotoon*

qfc^t^TfcT I
c^^TFT^mm,

c^TTTT^f^T^f^ ^rrf^<^, 3tfM^. ,

tMTW^
h^m rmpgrere^TT, qwTT^imw^, hiskm^ yr^Tcrr,

||^5^ yN<i^ycivqt^HMK4mqKr^iMKM^MKi^

5rf^?R^OT^3T^t I



“^TTJcT id <2^ cl f^f^M^l^Ciy^cl ffcT cJ’cHH^C^I

strstr fortocfts^f stsrt- ^rrfcrf^^cr-



Prof. M. NARASIMHACHARY

Prof & Head

Dept of Vaishnavism

University of Madras

MADRAS - 600 005

It gives me immeasurable pleasurem writing this Foreword

to the book entitled “A Study of the Jiianapada of the Pancaratra

Samhitas” (in Sanskrit) authored by Prof Lakshmi Narasimha

Bhatta which earned him the Degree “Vidyavaridhi” of the

Rashtnya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, Tirupati

Ever since the German savant, Dr. F O Schrader wrote his

illuminatingbook
‘

‘Introduction to Pancaratra and the Ahirbudhnya

Samhita”, many Indologists - both from the East and the West -

turned their attention to the virgin field of Pancaratra The

contributions of scholars like Dr V Varadachari, Dr. H Daniel

Smith and Dr Sanjukto are indeed quite significant and many

younger scholars are evincing great interest in this almost neglected

field of study. Many scholars are independently pursuing studies in

the Pancaratra and Vaikhanasa Agamas ofwhom Dr Sylvia Stark

and Dr. Colas deserve special mention

The thrust ofthe Agamas is mainly in the sphere of festivals

{utsavas) in all their detail The practice of image-worship which

had its beginningm the dim pre-christian era has become the very

foundation of theAgama literature The Srlvaisnava devotees equate

the images of the Lord with the Vibhava manifestations ofthe Lord,

and call them the arcavataras Sri Pillar Lokacarya, explaining the

relative “availability” ofthe Lord’s five aspects viz thePara, Vyuha,

Vibhava, Antaryamin and Area for the worship by the devout, makes

an outstanding statement m his Snvacanabhusanam
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“Aavaranajalam pole Paratvam, Parkadal Pole Vyuhangal,

Perukkaru pole Vibhavangal, Bhugatam jalam pole Antaryamitvam;

Athile tengiya madukkal pole Arcavataram

“The Para-aspect of the Lord is like the sheet of water

encompassing the cosmic egg. The Vyuha-aspect is similar to the

Milky Ocean. The Vibhava-aspect is comparable to the flash floods.

The Antaryamin- aspect is like the sub-soil water. The Arcavatara

is, however, similar to the pools of water that can be scooped(by

anybody with ease) in a river-bed(or a sea-shore)”.

The festivals ( Utsavas) which form the focal point of the

Agamas are, undoubtedly, the unfailing means of National

Integration. They can very effectively prevent disruptive forces

which, in the form of caste, colour and creed, economic disparities

and cultural divergences, can shake the very foundation of society,

sending whole nations to despair. The grand noble truth of the

equality of all men before the eyes of God driven home by the

Caryapada of the Pancaratra-texts indeed bears testimony to the

cosmopolitan outlook of these texts Indeed, there is no room for

the so-called “caste”- consciousness in the language of three

Agamas. They even warn the
'
‘caste-conscious’ ’ devotees of dare

consequences should they feel that they are
‘

‘polluted by the touch

of the so-called “untouchables” during temple festivities.

Although the caryapada thus provides substantial material

for detailed studies, and has received considerable attention of

scholars, the jnanapada which sets forth the much -needed

philosophical background for the whole gamut of worship has not

received due recognition of scholars over the years.

Prof Lakshmmarasimha Bhatta richly deserves our

gratitude and admiration for shedding abundant light on this aspect

of the Pancaratra Samhitas, m the present publication. In a

refreshingly sweet and simple style, Dr. Bhatta highlights many
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concepts which became the very basis of the Srlvaisnava philosophy

of Sri Ramanuja which isnow popular as Visistadvaita. The concept

of Lord Visnu’s supremacy, His inseparable relationship with Sri

or Laksriil, His being the sole cause of creation, sustenance,

bondage, dissolution and liberation of the souls; His being the

redeemer of even the low and high through Bhakti or Prapatti, that

He abides in a supra-mundane realm called Vaikuntha and that He

is attended upon by the liberated and ever-liberated souls, that He

has a unique auspicious body (divyamangala-vigraha) and that He

is an inexhaustible abode ofinnumerable perfections ofunexcelled

splendour are all detailed in the jnanapada of the Paiicaratra. The

concept of Prapatti being the unfailing means of salvation and that

it has five or six auxiliaries of which “mahavisvasa” is of utmost

importance, finds a detailed exposition in the Pancaratra-texts

Prof. Bhatta has takengreat pains to correlate these concepts

found in a variety of texts, like the Ahirbudhnya, Sattvata, Jayakhya

and Visnutilaka Samhitas The Bibliography found in this work of

the learned author is at once arresting and amazing, indicating his

profound andwide range of scholarship. Iam glad that this excellent

work is now being published for the benefit of scholars. This can

form the source-book, for a variety of themes which scholars may

develop and study with great advantage . I am sure that this highly

authoritative and profusely documented publication will occupy

the pride ofplace in the field of Pancaratra-literature.

May I therefore pray the Almighty to bless Prof

Lakshminarasimha Bhatta with sound health and longevity so that

many valuable works of this nature and calibre can emerge from his

vibrant pen.

Prof. M. NARASIMHACHARY

>
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